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A Note from your Pastor…

     The new school year is about to begin.  For students, parents, and educators this means a mad dash to get sports physicals completed, supplies acquired, and clothing secured.  Of course, for us pastors, it means "time to make plans for Advent!"  It is hard to believe that we are preparing for the final quarter of 2010.  Weren't we just digging out from record snowfalls?

     Nevertheless, time moves forward and we must also move with it.  In this regard, I am scheduling a Visioning Retreat for the Admin Council and any others who are interested in the future of Zion, on Saturday, November 13, from 9am-2pm.  More details and pre-session materials will be available by the September Council meeting.

     I hope all of us will consider how and where God is calling us to serve the Kingdom here at Zion.  The Lay Leadership Committee will be at work soon to prepare a slate of officers to present to  Council for approval before submitting at our Charge Conference on November 14, at Eastland UMC.  Please consider carefully and prayerfully how you respond when you are asked to serve.

     It is a privilege to be in partnership with you here at Zion.

Grace and peace,

Rev. Barb
MISSION MINISTRIES AREA
From Mission Coordinator
     Food Pantry continues to serve the community on the 3rd Thursday each month.  Christine Braxton coordinates awesomely and welcomes all helpers.  We begin packing boxes around 2:30 pm and open the doors at 4 pm.  As Dianne Williams has reported, Fred Camp was a huge success and our food and service greatly appreciated.  Carolyn Messer made Kits-for-Conference a memorable giving experience for our congregation.  Our two fundraisers for the Thurman Brisben Shelter generated over $500--a worthy project, Zion UMC's monthly Coins-for-Friends-of-Barnabas flourishes, and School Dressing Days coordinated by Joyce Messer has collected clothing and dollars.


Headley Barnsley, Coordinator
From the Pantry Coordinator

      The Zion UMC Emergency Food Pantry continues on in its fourth year of service to our community.  We are blessed to be able to serve our neighbors in need with the generous giving of our congregation, grant monies from the Operation Rice Bowl Grant, varied donations from CHOW, and recently the “free” day shopping event at the Fredericksburg Area Food Bank.  During these two “free” days we were able to acquire 2,000 pounds of FREE food!  ONE TON of canned goods, cereal, rice, pasta, macaroni and cheese, and various other items we brought back to fill our pantry.  We focused on canned goods as they cost us the most due to the weight of the item. This alone saved us hundreds of dollars and continues, along with YOUR help, to keep the pantry balance sheet in the black.  Remember that the first Sunday of the month is Food Pantry Sunday and your donations to this mission are accepted at the rail during communion.

     Since the beginning of the year we have seen a decrease of the number of families attending our pantry.  One theory is that our church sign has been down for close to a year, and the other theory and hope is that some of our clients have found jobs and are able to sustain their families without additional help.  Whatever the case, we find ourselves in a situation where we are now able to supply our original base box to two different sizes of families.  Originally, we served a box of food for a small family of 1-3 persons, and a larger size box to a family of 4-6.  When supplies got tight and our numbers increased we were forced to decrease EVERY family to small box.  It was heartbreaking to serve a family of 4-8 with a box of food for a family of 1-3.  BUT, we felt grateful to be able to give a good, solid box of food to each and every family that entered outdoors.  During the tight supply time, the Food Bank was unable to supply meats.  That has turned around and we are now able to buy frozen meats for our clients at the standard price of 19 cents per pound!  We continue to acquire FREE bread and other items from the Food Bank each month.  

     The Fredericksburg Area Food Bank is the only Feeding America food bank in the nation that still serves individuals.  Starting October 1, 2010, the FAFB will serve only pantries like ours.  This is good news for us as it will free up some grocery supplies that have been prohibited for us to buy in bulk.  The other news is that those individuals will now seek other means and we expect our numbers to increase.  No matter what, we know that this mission will continue to be a success because of our call to serve the Lord and the continued support from you!  THANK YOU!

     Our doors are always open for new volunteers.  If you feel led to help as a food pantry volunteer, please contact Christine Braxton at christineb45@yahoo.com or you can just show up on the third Thursday of each month at the fellowship hall around 2:30!


Christine Braxton, Food Pantry Coordinator

WORSHIP MINISTRY AREA

     Please note the following special emphasis observed during worship for the fourth quarter:

October

  17   Laity Sunday

  31   Fifth Sunday Music
November

    7   All Saints Sunday

  21   Christ the King Sunday

         (Thanksgiving Sunday)

  28   First Sunday of Advent

(Decorating for Advent will be on Saturday, November 27.)
December
    5   Second Sunday of Advent

   12   Third Sunday of Advent

   19   Fourth Sunday of Advent

   24   Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 7pm

   26   Service of  Lessons and Carols
NURTURE/EDUCATION MINISTRIES AREA
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BOOK CLUB NEWS
     Summer will soon be drawing to a close and autumn will be upon us.  Children will be returning to school and book club will re-convene.  
     We will be reading and discussing the book Who Stole My Church? by Gordon MacDonald.  This book is available at the LifeWay Christian book store at Central Park, or through Amazon.com, half.com, or alibris at drastically reduced prices and pretty quick service.
     We will meet on Sunday evenings at 6pm in the fellowship hall for an hour  to maybe an hour and a half.   
     Who Stole My Church? has 21 chapters which are easy reads and has points to ponder for each chapter at the back of the book.  If we do
 two chapters per week, we could be done in eleven weeks, which will finish us up right before Thanksgiving.  
     Please prayerfully consider joining us as we read and discuss this interesting and timely selection.  
     If you have any questions, give me or George a call at 540-582-2514.  We are both looking forward to our time together with you as we learn "Who Stole My Church!"
  

Judy, Book Club Facilitator
Membership Notes

     If you are interested in uniting with Zion, please contact Rev. Barb to inquire when the next series of Methodism classes is being offered.

     If you are receiving this issue of the newsletter, Zion asks for your help in locating the persons listed below.  Our records indicate that they are a member or constituent of Zion United Methodist Church.  If they are not presently worshiping and fellowshipping with another congregation, we want to invite their return to “reaffirm the baptismal vows and return to living in the community” (BOD, pg. 144) of faith called Zion.  If another congregation seems the right choice for them, we want to know so that we can provide a certificate of transfer or assist them  in withdrawing their membership from Zion if that is their wish.

     We are called to be a community of faith, and our effectiveness is enhanced by the participation of all members and constituents.  If there is some reason that prevents a member's or constituent's participation at Zion, please make us aware of that so that we can be of help.

     We continue to seek address, phone, and /or e-mail information regarding the following persons:  Ralph Crown, John Fisher, Charles and Constance Kelly, Roy Knight, Mark and Erika Washburn, Russell and Stephanie White.  Please contact the church office by phone (582-6532) or e-mail (HistoricZionUMC.org), if you have any information to share regarding any of 

these persons.  These persons will be recom-mended for removal at Charge Conference on Sunday, November 14.
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Small Group Opportunities
- Sanctuary Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30pm.

- United Methodist Women: 3rdTuesday, 6:30pm.
- United Methodist Men: 1st Tuesday, 6:00pm.
- Zion Quilters:  As announced

-  Prayer Shawl: off-site

Quilters

     Starting in September, the quilters will meet every Monday from 10am-2pm in the fellowship hall.  All are welcome.  We will continue to work on quilts for Project Linus and the NICU unit at the hospital.

 

Libby Hall, Coordinator
UMW Report

     The Zion UMW meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm usually in our Fellowship Hall.

     August 17 Lisa Hockman brought Holistic Nurse Ann Cowper who presented an enlightening program about our health and we planned the upcoming Fall Crafts Festival. September 21, Christine Braxton invited Pat Booth to share with us her very inspirational words and thoughts as she did last year.. 
     The October 19 meeting will be given over to our Fall Crafts Festival on October 23 being planned by Lisa Hockman with Rev. Barb.  Doreen Ganoung will present our new Zion Cookbook for sale and we will coordinate with the UMM for a fun time and bring in dollars to assist in our service to the Lord. 
     On November 16 Rev. Barb will present "What Gift Shall I Bring?" 
      We welcome thoughts and ideas now for our Zion UMC Float in the December 4 Christmas Parade down the street of Spotsylvania Court House and we will meet in the Fellowship Hall December 11 for a Potluck Brunch..and put together our Christmas baskets for our Zion UMC shut-ins.  In August Zion Quilters presented the MW Hospital Radiology Department with a beautiful quilt to be auctioned.  Our Sanctuary has beautiful new drapes installed the first week in August, thanks to Nova Scott and Libby Hall and the Restoration Committee.  On-going Care Meals has a big pool of giving suppliers of delicious, nutritious food.  Contact Nova Scott (540-582-6322) or Arlene Crislip (540-582-3141) to contribute or if you are in need.


Headley Barnsley, President
Zion United Methodist Men

     Zion UMMen is an affiliate of United Methodist Men chartered through the General Commission on UMMen.  Our mission is simply "to enhance the centrality of Jesus Christ in men's lives and relationships."  However, our mission statement is too detailed to be included here but will be posted on the UMMen web page on the Zion web site.  I am sure that although our members bring many diverse perspectives to the table that we can agree that affirming the stated purpose of the General Commission on UMMen is our common mission.

     The mission of the UMMen is to help men center their lives and relationships on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  All other activities fall under this one goal. I have drafted a tentative mission statement for United Methodist Men that is under review by the leadership of Zion.  My hope is that it will be posted on our web page even if it is only a tentative mission statement.  I see that a unifying goal is to focus on what is of common importance and to choose the tasks involved in reaching that goal.  To do that we need a “mission statement.”  This first step will serve to give our group some direction and we will address it in our September meeting along with a discussion of events to take place that month

     CANVASSING OF MEMBERS:   As a second step, George Nieder is in charge of canvassing the Zion membership to see how we can increase attendance at our general meetings.
     YOU CAN HELP even if it is only for 30 minutes:  You see we have much available manpower and can accomplish much with a focused effort.

     SECRETARY POSITION VACANT:   With a secretary to take notes, the time of the meeting can be shortened and the President can better concentrate on the meeting topics, etc.  If you feel able to do this, please express your interest.
     PRAYER:  God give us the direction and strength to make UMMen meetings purposeful and productive, so that all participants will feel spiritually enlightened.
     Officers for the UMM:  Kenneth Ramsey, Acting President and Secretary 582-6989;
Marv Hall, Treasurer 582-5344; George Nieder, Membership Canvasser 582-6989;  Bodie Williams, UMMen Spiritual leader 582-2579
      Steve Ellyson, UMM President since January, has resigned due to his impending move to West Virginia.  The Zion UMM appreciate Steve's leadership and seek to honor him by continuing their efforts to promote the education, mission, nurture, and evangelism initiatives adopted by the Church.

A Tribute to Mo Messer

     UMMen regret the passing of Mo Messer who was a good friend of the UMM.  Mo was particularly helpful during a couple of week-long service projects:  the Red Bird project, a trip to Kentucky where nine volunteers from Zion spent a week repairing, building and painting to help a distressed community, and more recently the Zion Camp project where a home was renovated and painted to aid a local family.

Phone Tree/Snail Mail

     Zion UMMen recognizes that not all members are computer savvy or have access to the internet.  Therefore, I am in the process of creating alternative lines of communication via a phone tree.  If you are interested leave me a note in the UMM mailbox in the fellowship hall.

     Any man with an interest in joining, please contact George Nieder, our Membership chairman at 540-582-2514.


Ken Ramsey, for the UMM

Thanksbringing Time Once Again

    Once again, please remember Zion as you prepare for the gift-giving season.  The list of items that follows represent our ongoing needs here at the church and invite you to bring these items (creatively wrapped) to place under the tree in the Fellowship Hall beginning on November 28.  On December 12, following worship, we will enjoy a potluck luncheon and open our "gifts."  

Items needed:

paper plates


toilet paper

paper/plastic cups

trash bags

paper towels


liquid hand soap

paper napkins


postage stamps paper dessert plates

ziplock bags

plastic cutlery


dish detergent

paper bowls


copy paper

Women's Bible Study

    The Zion Women's Bible study is excited to offer the Beth Moore study "Stepping Up:  A Journey Through the Psalms of Ascent."  Wherever you are at this moment in life, this seven-week study of Psalms 120-134 will meet you where you are.  Both new faith believers and long-standing ones will gain a new appreciation for the life of faith as a journey to greater fellowship and worship of God.  If you are ready to take the next step up in your personal relation-ship with God, please join us Fridays starting September 17th.  We meet at 9:30am at the home of Christine Braxton.  For further information, please contact Christine at 582-2264 or christineb45@yahoo.com.

EVANGELISM MINISTRIES AREA

   Well, the summer is swiftly passing.  The trees are starting to shed.  I think the hot summer has something to do with it.  This year's Stars and Stripes Spectacular was on a very hot day. Turnout was very light and our booth was a complete bust.  Was it weather?  I would like to thank Big Al and Richard Reichert for setting up the booth, and Rev. Barb and Joyce, also Vivien, for manning our booth despite the heat.

      I know the old saying, "Never Volunteer for anything rings in our minds.  There are times you 

should let your heart decide.  So, if you have an idea or want to help, let me know.

    Come on, brothers and sisters, let Spotsylvania and the world know how proud we are of our church.  People who are looking for a home church will not fall through the door.  They need to be led.  Pray for a long and beautiful Fall.  Go Go Go ZION!


Peace, George Nieder


Evangelism At-large Member
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Children’s Chatter 

     It's time for school to begin.  It's also time for the Son's Fun Club to announce its plans for a Fall Frolic in October.  Rev. Barb will communi-

cate with you about date, time, and location.  See you soon and enjoy the start of another school year.

Cell Phones for Soldiers Sought

     Zion is participating in the Cell Phones for Soldiers program.  No longer used cell phones,

chargers, batteries, accessories, Blackberry

PDAs, and pagers can be placed in the 

designated collection box in the Fellowship Hall. 

Mark Grace explains that this equipment is being

reconditioned  for our American troops so they

can stay in touch with loved ones.

Quips and Quotes

From Your Lay Leader

"Give to the hungry sweet charity's bread

for giving is living," the angel said.  Must I

be giving and giving again?  The weary wandering question came.  "No," said the angel, piercing me through.  "Just stop when the Lord stops giving to you.

Anonymous

**************************************

"To dream of the person you would like to be...is to waste the person you are."

..........................................................................

5 Simple Rules to be Happy

Free your heart from hatred

Free your heart from worries

Live simply

Give more

Expect less

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
Counter Schedule

October 3        Clark Thomas, Arlene Crislip

October 10      Vivien Richardson, Leota Pendleton

October 17      Terry Thomas, Rebecca Alger

October 24      Bill Crislip, Marv Hall

October 31      Libby Hall, Bob Scott

November 7    Nova Scott, Cindy Thomas

November 14  Clark Thomas, Arlene Crislip

November 21  Vivien Richardson, Leota Pendleton

November 28  Terry Thomas, Rebecca Alger

December 5    Bill Crislip, Marv Hall

December 12  Libby Hall, Bob Scott

December 19  Nova Scott, Cindy Thomas

December 26  Clark Thomas, Arlene Crislip

Usher Schedule
October 3       Amy Deavers, Richard Reichert

October 10     Carol Rawls, Walter Rawls

October 17     Julie Fairbanks, Brad Fairbanks

October 24     Amanda Deshler, Nancy Groves

October 31     Sue Rauch, Dale Rauch

November 7   Julie Fairbanks, Brad Fairbanks

November 14 Marv Hall, Julie Fairbanks

November 21 Glenda Payne, Stacv Payne

November 28 Cindy Thomas, Cherie Sweazey

December 5   Carol Rawls, Walter Rawls

December 12 Amy Deavers, Richard Reichert

December 19 Amanda Deshler, Nancy Groves

December 26 Glenda Payne Stacy Payne

Acolyte/Bible Bearer Schedule
October 3       David Swindell, Joshua Alger

October 10     Mitchell Hockman, Joe Keller

October 17     David Swindell, Ben Tignor

October 24     Mitchell Hockman, Joe Keller

October 31     David Swindell, Corey Payne

November 7   Mitchell Hockman, Joshua Alger

November 14 David Swindell, Joe Keller

November 21 Mitcherll Hockman, Ben Tignor

November 28 David Swindell, Joe Keller

December 5   Mitchell Hockman, Corey Payne

December 12  David Swindell, Joe Keller

December 19 Mitchell Hockman, Ben Tignor

December 26 David Swindell, Joshua Alger
Mission and Ministry Calendars

OCTOBER

1
-         Women's Bible Study, 9:30am-noon; RACSB, 10am-noon

3
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

4
-         Quilters, 10am-2pm

5
-
UMM, 6pm; Trustees, 7:30pm

6
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

7
-
RACSB,  10:30am-2pm

8
-
Women's Bible Study, 9:30am-noon; RACSB, 10am-12noon
10
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

11
-         Quilters, 10am-2pm

12-13 -
District Clergy Retreat

13
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm ; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm

14
-         RACSB,  10:30am-2pm

15
-
RACSB, 10am-12noon
17
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am-- Laity Sunday; 12:30pm, Williams     

                     gathering in fellowship hall; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

18
-
Quilters, 10am-2pm

19
-
UMW Meeting, 6:30pm

20
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

21
-         RACSB,  10:30am-2pm; Food Pantry, 4-6pm

22
-
Women's Bible Study, 9:30am- noon; RACSB, 10am-12noon
23
-
Fall Crafts Festival

24
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

25
-         Quilters, 10am-2pm

26
-
Admin Council, 7pm

27
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

28
- 
RACSB,  10:30am-2pm

29
-
Women's Bible Study, 9:30-noon; RACSB, 10am-12noon
31
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; Fifth Sunday Music; Book Club, 


6pm-7:30pm

NOVEMBER
1
-
Quilters, 10am-2pm

2
-
UMM, 6pm; Trustees, 7:30pm

3
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

4
-         RACSB,  10:30am-2pm

5
-
RACSB, 10am-12noon
7
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

8
-         Quilters, 10am-2pm

10
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

11
-         RACSB,  10:30am-2pm

12
-
Women's Bible Study, 9:30am-noon; RACSB, 10am-12noon
13
-
Visioning Retreat for Admin Council, 9am-2pm, Place tba

14
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; Charge Conference, Eastland UMC, 

3:00pm; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

15
-         Quilters, 10am-2pm

16
-
UMW Meeting, 6:30pm

17
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

18
-         RACSB,  10:30am-2pm; Food Pantry, 4-6pm; UMW, 6:30pm

19
-
RACSB, 10am-12noon
20
-
District Training Event/District Conference at Shady Grove UMC, 8:45am

21
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am;Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

22
-         Quilters, 10am-2pm

24
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

25
-         Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed

27
-
Advent Decorating, 10am-

28
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship 11am; First Sunday of Advent;



Thanksbringing; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

29
-
Quilters, 10am-2pm

30
-
Admin Council, 7pm

DECEMBER
1
-
RACSB, 10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm

2
-
RACSB, 10:30am-2pm

3
-
RACSB, 9:45am-12noon
4
-
Spotsy Christmas Parade

5
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship, 11am; Second Sunday of Advent;



Thanksbringing; Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

6
-
Quilters, 10am-2pm

7
-
UMM, 6pm; Trustees, 7:30pm

8
-
RACSB,10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm

9
-
RACSB, 10:30am-2pm

10
-
RACSB, 10am-12noon
11
-
UMW, 10am, Potluck Brunch, Fellowship Hall to put together Christmas



Baskets for Zion shut-ins

12
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship, 11am; Third Sunday of Advent; 



Thanksbringing Potluck Luncheon following 11am Worship; Book Club, 


6pm-7:30pm

13
-
Quilters, 10am-2pm

15
-
RACSB,10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm

16
-
RACSB, 10:30am-2pm; Food Pantry, 4-6pm; UMW, 6:30pm

17
-
RACSB, 10am-12noon
19
-
Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship, 11am; Fourth Sunday of Advent;



Book Club, 6pm-7:30pm

20
-
Quilters, 10am-2pm

22
-
RACSB,10am-1:30pm; Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm

23
-
RACSB, 10:30am-2pm

24
-
Office Closed; Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7pm

26
-
Service of Lessons and Carols

28
-
Admin Council, 7pm

29
-
RACSB. 10am-1:30pm

30
-
RACSB, 10:30am-2pm

31
-
Office Closed
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Next Newsletter Deadline


Dec 10th.




















